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Draft 1:  

Critical Thinking is dependent on a person and the surroundings which have shaped their life, and 

therefore how they perceive the world. But critically thinking can be shaped through choice quite 

significantly through; the understanding of context and the ability to think on your own terms and 

opinions instead of following blindly.  

 The ability to critically think about any form of subject becomes more evolved through a better 

understanding of context. The idea originally came to me from the book ‘Beyond Words: Cultural 

Texts for Reading and Writing,’ by multiple authors. On page 32 they talk about the importance of 

context and how the amount of it can significantly change the way you think about a subject matter. 

A huge part of critical thinking is being able to establish the context of a subject, and without it 

becomes hard to analyse a subject matter properly. “Broadening your experiences of images 

increases your ability to situate or contextualise any one image in terms of its relation to 

others.”(insert mla). This furthers the idea that to be effective in critical thinking one must have a 

strong understanding of context, and to do this we must explore ideas, texts, research etc. This 

therefore becomes such a crucial part of critical thinking because when lacking the context 

assumptions can be made that therefore lead you astray as you misconceive an important idea(s), 

from the artist in this case. This relates crucially to design, and my area of practice at University as 

research into my brief I cannot produce the most effective work, due to my work being impaired by 

the lack of context. “But if we say that meaning is context – bound, then we must add that context is 

boundless” (Culler, 1997).  

The second idea I believe of significance is an idea that came from the book ‘Critical Thinking,’ about 

how learning something new, does not mean to read/view and completely reiterate what the 

author(s) or artist(s) are saying. It is important to understand that you must take that information 

and analyse it like any other matter; critically thinking about analysing what is in front of you, and 

asking questions. This is crucial as it allows yourself to think for yourself and come up with your own 

opinions about the matters being discussed. Just like the people who you are reading off in the first 

place did. I relate this idea to the book ‘To Kill a Mocking Bird,’ by Harper Lee to convey the 

importance of critically thinking about everything you see. Atticus Finch, a lawyer defends an African 

American against a White American, in the 1930’s which was extremely discriminated against due to 

racism of the town. Atticus knowing that in his town it was regarded completely wrong, he knew 

through critical thinking that it was the right thing to do. Democracy may determine how a group 

will think but it should not determine how an individual should think, and that’s what I believe they 

trying to convey in this part of ‘Critical Thinking; that no matter what you should create your own 

opinions from what you read and see and not always listen to what people want you to believe. 

With this idea, I opened up to the idea of trying to think outside of the box and critically trying to be 

original and stick to my opinion when doing design.   

In the end the ability of critical thinking is shaped by your surroundings until you take action and 

start developing your ability to critically think, resulting in personally a greater ability to take on 

everyday tasks whether they relate to design or not. 

 


